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I. The Name of Allah Al-Wakeel 

A. What is the Meaning of the Name Al-Wakeel? 

One of the most beautiful and powerful names of Allah is Al-Wakeel, which means “the one we 

depend on” or “the disposer of affairs”. This name reflects the essence of reliance on Allah, which is a 

core concept in Islam. Reliance on Allah means to entrust one’s affairs to Allah, who is the best planner 

and protector of everything. However, reliance on Allah does not mean to be passive or fatalistic; rather, 

it means to balance between effort, trust, and acceptance of the divine will. 

B. The Name Al-Wakeel in Quran and Sunnah (Hadith) 

The name Al-Wakeel appears in the Quran eleven times, in different contexts and situations. For 

example, Allah says in Surah Al-Imran: “And whoever relies upon Allah - then He is sufficient for him” 

[Quran 3:173]. This verse shows that reliance on Allah is a source of strength and sufficiency for the 

believers, especially in times of hardship and adversity. Another example is in Surah Al-Anfal: “And if 

they intend to deceive you - then sufficient for you is Allah. It is He who supported you with His help 

and with the believers” [Quran 8:62]. This verse shows that reliance on Allah is a source of protection 

and support for the believers, especially against the plots and schemes of the enemies. 

The name Al-Wakeel also appears in many hadiths (sayings) of the Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم, who 

exemplified the best model of reliance on Allah. For example, he said: “If you ask, then ask of Allah; and 

if you seek help, then seek help from Allah” [Tirmidhi]. This hadith shows that reliance on Allah means 

to seek all one’s needs and desires from Him alone, without associating any partners with Him. Another 

example is when he said: “Whoever says in the morning and evening: ‘I am pleased with Allah as a Lord, 

and with Islam as a religion, and with Muhammad as a Messenger’, then it is a duty upon Allah to please 

him” [Ahmad]. This hadith shows that reliance on Allah means to be content with His decree and His 

choice for us, without complaining or objecting. 

C. Tawfeeq: Allah Making Efforts Successful 

One of the terms that captures the essence of reliance on Allah is Tawfeeq, which means “Allah 

making efforts successful”. Tawfeeq refers to the divine guidance and assistance that enables one to 

perform good deeds and achieve favorable outcomes. It also implies that one’s effort must be in 

accordance with the Shariah (Islamic law) for it to be considered successful. Therefore, Tawfeeq is a gift 

from Allah that depends on His will and wisdom. As Allah says in Surah Al-Qasas (Stories 28:68): “And 
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your Lord creates what He wills and chooses; not for them was the choice”. This verse shows that 

Tawfeeq is not something that humans can control or claim; rather, it is something that Allah bestows or 

withholds according to His plan. 

D. Tie the Camel: Balance of Effort and Reliance 

Reliance on Allah does not mean to abandon one’s duties or responsibilities; rather, it means to do 

one’s part and then entrust the results to Allah, which is Tawfeeq. Islam emphasizes a proactive 

approach, where individuals perform their duties while seeking Allah’s blessings for a successful 

outcome. This understanding is symbolized by the need to tie one’s camel and then put one’s trust in 

Allah. This expression is derived from a famous story narrated by Anas ibn Malik (RA), who said: “A 

man said: ‘O Messenger of Allah! Shall I tie my camel and rely upon Allah, or leave it loose and rely 

upon Allah?’ He said: ‘Tie it and rely upon Allah’” [Tirmidhi]. This story shows that reliance on Allah 

does not contradict taking practical measures; rather, it complements them. 

Relying on Allah doesn't imply neglecting duties; rather, it's about fulfilling responsibilities and 

entrusting outcomes to Allah (Tawfeeq). Islam advocates a proactive approach—efforts coupled with 

seeking Allah’s blessings. The saying “tie your camel and rely upon Allah” embodies this, highlighting 

the need for practical measures alongside trust in Allah. 

E. Expectations in Relying on Allah  

Reliance on Allah also does not mean to expect miracles or supernatural interventions; rather, it 

means to acknowledge that Allah can influence outcomes despite human exertion. Even the most 

meticulously planned endeavors can fail if Allah wills it so, emphasizing the importance of 

acknowledging Allah’s ultimate control over events. As Allah says in Surah Al-Anfal: "And you 

[Muhammad] did not kill them, but it was Allah who killed them. And you threw not, when you threw, 

but it was Allah who threw” 

The statement "If I do my part, then there is nothing left for Allah to do" is a misunderstanding of 

the concept of depending on Allah. It is true that we need to take practical steps to achieve our goals, but 

ultimately it is Allah who grants Tawfeeq and provides the means for it. We should always remember 

that our efforts alone are not sufficient without the help and guidance of Allah. 

F. Depending on Allah in Daily Tasks  

Depending on Allah in daily tasks such as vacuuming and washing dishes means acknowledging 

that Allah is the ultimate provider and sustainer, and recognizing that everything we have comes from 
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Him. Seeking Tawfeeq to achieve the purpose of vacuuming and washing dishes. You vacuuming and 

washing dishes to make your family happy and appreciative to your effort. If Allah denies you Tawfeeq 

then your family is not going to be happy or appreciate your efforts.  

Depending on Allah is a matter of the heart, as it requires trust and faith in His guidance and 

provision. Doing our part, on the other hand, involves using our brain and muscles to take practical steps 

towards achieving our goals. For example, if someone is seeking employment, depending on Allah would 

involve making sincere dua and trusting in His guidance, while doing their part would involve updating 

their resume, applying for jobs, and networking with others in their field. 

Even if someone studies for a test, they still need to depend on Allah for success. They should 

make sincere Dua’a for His guidance and help, and trust that He will grant them Tawfeeq to do well on 

the test. What could go wrong is if they neglect to seek Allah's help and rely solely on their own abilities, 

which can lead to arrogance and a false sense of self-sufficiency. Also, one may get sick on the day of the 

test, get stuck on traffic, get a flat tire or misunderstands the questions of the test.  

G. Does Allah grants Tawfeeq to Believers Only? and Why? 

The outcome of the test is not solely dependent on whether someone is a believer or non-believer, 

but rather on their preparation and effort. The one who studied and prepared for the test is more likely to 

pass, regardless of their religious affiliation. However, it is important to remember that success ultimately 

comes from Allah, and we should always depend on Him for guidance and help. Allah grants Tawfeeq to 

believers and non-believers, to those who rely on him and to the ones who did not relay on him. The 

reason is to prevent hypocrisy. If Tawfeeq comes only to believers, then when someone is becoming a 

believers, we will not know if he is becoming a believers because he truly believe or because he/she loves 

success that is only available to believers. Same why doesn’t Allah make only believers rich. When 

someone is becoming a believer, you never know if he is doing it to be rich or because he truly believes. 

The purpose of life is to test us. Granting success and wealth to believers only would contradict with the 

purpose of life and leads to hypocrisy. 

H. Probability of failure. 

Probability of failure refers to the likelihood that a particular outcome will not be achieved. 

Depending on Allah does not guarantee success in every situation, as Allah tests His servants with trials 

and difficulties. However, depending on Allah increases the likelihood of success, as it involves seeking 

His guidance and help, which can lead to positive outcomes. 
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I. Two Extremes Regarding the Concept of Relaying on Allah 

The first extreme is the right extreme, which is to say that Allah brought me the disease and he is 

the one that will take it away. The left extreme is for those who ignore Allah and rely on the doctor’s 

ability to diagnose the disease and prescribe the right medication. When they heal out of sickness, they 

will feel it is only because the doctor is a good doctor and the medication was a good medication. The 

true Muslim is the middle between these two extremes. He/she will do their part by going to the doctor 

and taking the prescribed medications, but they will put their full trust in Allah granting Tawfeeq by 

guiding the doctor to make the right diagnosis and prescribe a good medications. 

We believe that Allah is the ultimate healer, and we should seek His help and guidance in all 

matters, including our health. However, we should also take practical steps to ensure our well-being, such 

as seeking medical treatment and taking care of our bodies. The two extremes regarding this issue are 

those who rely solely on medical treatment and ignore Allah's help and those who rely solely on Allah's 

help and neglect medical treatment. Islam is in the middle, and we should take practical steps while 

seeking Allah's help and guidance.  

Omar Ibn Al-Khatab said that those who stayed in the Masjid claiming that they depend on Allah 

to bring them sustenance were lazy and should not be given any assistance. He argued that they should 

take practical steps to earn a living and not rely solely on Allah's help. 

J. Example I - The Story of Titanic. Even God Cannot Sink It. 

The engineer who built Titanic boasted and said that even God could not sink it, but the ship sank 

on its maiden voyage. The story of the Titanic is a tragic example of how human arrogance and 

negligence can lead to disaster, and how trusting and relying on Allah can save one from harm. The 

Titanic was a huge and luxurious ship that was built by the British White Star Line company in the early 

20th century. It was considered to be the most advanced and unsinkable ship of its time, and it attracted 

many wealthy and famous passengers who wanted to travel from Southampton, England, to New York 

City, USA. However, on its maiden voyage in April 1912, the Titanic collided with an iceberg in the 

North Atlantic Ocean and sank within hours, killing more than 1,500 people out of the 2,240 on board. 

The sinking of the Titanic was a result of many factors that showed the lack of Tawakul (trust and 

reliance on Allah) among the people involved in its construction and operation. Some of these factors are: 

 The builders of the Titanic did not consult with Allah or seek His guidance and protection before 

starting their project. They relied on their own skills and technology, and did not acknowledge that 
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everything is under Allah’s control and decree. They boasted about their ship’s size, speed, and 

safety, and claimed that “not even God Himself could sink this ship” . 

 The owners of the Titanic did not equip it with enough lifeboats for all the passengers and crew. They 

only had 20 lifeboats that could carry about 1,178 people, which was less than half of the total 

number on board. They did this to save money and space, and to make the ship look more elegant. 

They also ignored the safety regulations that required more lifeboats for such a large vessel. 

 The captain of the Titanic, Edward Smith, did not heed the warnings of other ships that reported 

icebergs in the area. He also did not slow down or change course to avoid them. He was under 

pressure from the White Star Line to make a fast and smooth crossing, and he wanted to impress the 

passengers and the public with his ship’s performance. He trusted in his own experience and 

judgment, and did not seek Allah’s help or guidance. 

 The crew of the Titanic did not follow the proper procedures for dealing with an emergency. They did 

not inform the passengers about the severity of the situation, and they did not organize an orderly 

evacuation. They also gave priority to the first-class passengers over the others, and they 

discriminated against women and children from different races and religions. They did not act with 

justice and compassion, and they did not remember Allah or ask for His mercy. 

On the other hand, there were some people who showed Tawakkul (trust and reliance on Allah) 

during the sinking of the Titanic. Some of these people are: 

 The Muslim passengers who were on board the Titanic. There were at least six Muslims who traveled 

on the Titanic, mostly from Lebanon, Syria, and Turkey. They were either immigrants or traders who 

were going to America for a better life or business opportunities. They faced many challenges and 

hardships on their journey, such as racism, language barriers, and poor living conditions. However, 

they remained faithful to Allah and His Messenger صلى الله عليه وسلم, and they performed their prayers and other acts 

of worship on board. When they realized that the ship was sinking, they accepted Allah’s decree with 

patience and submission, and they recited the Shahada (There is no God except Allah and 

Muhammad is his messenger) before they died. 

 The band members who played music until the end. There were eight musicians who were hired by 

the White Star Line to entertain the passengers on the Titanic. They belonged to different 

backgrounds and religions, but they shared a common passion for music. When they saw that the ship 

was doomed, they decided to stay on deck and play music to calm down the passengers and 
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themselves. They chose songs that were cheerful and uplifting, such as “Nearer My God to Thee”. 

They sacrificed their lives for others, and they showed courage and dignity in their final moments. 

These are some of the lessons that we can learn from the story of the Titanic in light of doing our 

part and relying on Allah for success: 

 We should always acknowledge that Allah is the Creator and Sustainer of everything, and that 

nothing happens without His permission and wisdom. We should not be arrogant or negligent about 

His signs and warnings, and we should not rely on our own abilities or resources without seeking His 

help and guidance. 

 We should always follow the commands and prohibitions of Allah and His Messenger صلى الله عليه وسلم, and we 

should not transgress the limits or violate the rights of others. We should act with justice and 

compassion, and we should not discriminate or oppress anyone based on their race, religion, class, or 

gender. 

 We should always be grateful for the blessings and opportunities that Allah gives us, and we should 

not waste them or misuse them. We should use them for good causes and beneficial purposes, and we 

should share them with others who are in need or less fortunate. 

 We should always be prepared for the trials and tribulations that Allah tests us with, and we should 

not lose hope or despair. We should be patient and steadfast, and we should seek His forgiveness and 

mercy. We should also help others who are suffering or struggling, and we should support them with 

our words and deeds. 

 We should always remember that this life is temporary and that the Hereafter is eternal. We should 

not be attached to this world or its pleasures, and we should not fear death or its consequences. We 

should strive for the pleasure of Allah and His Paradise, and we should avoid His anger and His 

Hellfire. 

K. Example II – The Plan of the Immigration of the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم from Mecca to Madina 

The Hijra, or the migration of the Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم and his companions from Makkah to 

Madinah, is a pivotal event in Islamic history. It marked the beginning of a new era for the Muslim 

community and the establishment of the first Islamic state. The Hijra was not a spontaneous or reckless 

decision, but a well-planned and carefully executed strategy that involved many elements of wisdom, 

courage, and trust in Allah. The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم did not rely on miracles or supernatural interventions, but he 

used all the available means and resources to achieve his goal. He also sought Allah’s help and guidance 
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at every step, and he was confident that Allah would protect him and his companions from the plots of 

their enemies. Some of the main features of the plan of the Hijra were: 

 The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم chose Madinah as his destination because it was a city that had a large population 

of Jews and Arabs who were familiar with the concept of monotheism and Prophethood. He also 

had established contacts with some of the tribes of Madinah who had pledged their allegiance to 

him and invited him to come to their city. Madinah was about 450 kilometers north of Makkah, 

but the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم did not take the direct route to avoid being detected by the Quraysh, who were 

his main enemies in Makkah. Instead, he took a detour to the south-west, towards Yemen, and 

then turned north-east towards Madinah. This way, he confused and misled his pursuers who 

expected him to go straight north. 

 The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم chose Abu Bakr as his companion for the Hijra because he was one of his closest 

friends and most loyal supporters, Abu Bakr, the second best man after the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم  , and the 

first leader after his death, was also a wealthy and influential man who could provide the 

necessary funds and arrangements for the journey. He hired a guide named Abdullah ibn Urayqit, 

who was an expert in the desert routes and a trustworthy person. He also bought two camels, one 

for himself and one for the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم, and prepared enough provisions and weapons for the trip. 

 The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم left his cousin Ali Ibn Abi Talib in his place in his house in Makkah to deceive the 

Quraysh who had planned to assassinate him. They had surrounded his house and waited for him 

to come out at night so that they could kill him together. However, they did not know that he had 

already left with Abu Bakr, and that Ali was the one who is sleeping in his bed instead. Ali also 

had another important task: to return the trusts that the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم had in his possession. The 

Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم was known for his honesty and integrity, and many people in Makkah, even his 

enemies, had entrusted him with their valuables and belongings. He did not want to leave without 

fulfilling his obligations, so he asked Ali to deliver them back to their owners when they came 

back from their travels. The Prophet did not want to start returning the things that he was 

entrusted with before leaving because the evil Arab lords would know that he is preparing to 

leave. 

 The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم and Abu Bakr hid in a cave called Thawr for three days until the search for them 

subsided. The cave was about 5 kilometers south of Makkah, on a mountain that overlooked the 

valley. They were assisted by Abu Bakr’s daughter Asma’ and son Muhammad, who brought 

them food, water, and news from Makkah. Asma’ also had a flock of sheep that she used to cover 
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their tracks and erase their footprints. She was very brave and resourceful, and once when she did 

not have anything to carry the food in, she tore her belt into two pieces and used one as a bag and 

one as a belt. She was later known as “the woman of two belts”. Muhammad, the brother of 

Asma’ and the son of Abu Bakr, also played an important role: he would go to Makkah every day 

and listen to what the Quraysh were saying about their search for the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم and Abu Bakr. He 

would then report back to them in the cave. 

 The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم and Abu Bakr left the cave after three days with their guide Abdullah ibn Urayqit. 

They followed an unusual route that avoided the main roads and passed through mountains and 

valleys. They faced many dangers and difficulties along the way, such as hunger, thirst, heat, 

cold, fatigue, wild animals, robbers, and enemies. However, they also witnessed many signs of 

Allah’s protection and support, such as: 

The Hijra took about two weeks, and the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم and Abu Bakr arrived in Madinah on the 12th 

of Rabi’ al-Awwal, in the year 622 CE. They were welcomed by the people of Madinah with joy and 

enthusiasm, and they settled in the house of Abu Ayyub al-Ansari, one of the Ansar (the helpers) who 

had hosted them. The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم then built the first mosque in Madinah, which became the center of 

worship, education, and administration for the Muslims. He also established brotherhood between the 

Muhajirun (the emigrants) and the Ansar, and made a pact with the Jews and other tribes of Madinah. He 

also received revelations from Allah that guided him and his followers in their affairs. Thus, the Hijra 

was a successful plan that led to the establishment of a new community and a new civilization based on 

Islam. 

L. The Concept of Being Disparate 

Allah said in Surat Al-Namil (Ant 27:62) “Isn’t He the One who responds to the call of the 

disparate one who call on Him, and Who removes the evil, and makes you inheritors of the earth, 

generations after generations.” The disparate is the one who tried everything in his/her power and still 

failed. Allah’s special assistance come to the ones who become disparate. The very well done 

comprehensive plan of Hijra came to failure three times. Every time the Prophet fell under the condition 

of being disparate:  

1. The Assassins Surrounded the House of the Prophet: 

The first time is when the assassins surprised him by surrounding his house before he leaves. 

Allah special assistance came in the form of putting all of the assassins to sleep while standing up and 

leaning against the wall of the house. Usually it is very hard for someone to sleep while in the middle 
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of important very serious task, not to mention that all of them go to sleep together at the same time is 

quite impossible. The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم then left the house and did not flee right away. Rather, he picked up 

dirt and spray it on them giving them a profound message that you are nothing compared to the will 

of Allah.  

2. The Pursuers Were Able To Reach To Cave: 

The pursuers were able to reach to cave Thawr where the prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم and Abo Baker were 

hiding. Allah’s miraculous help can in a form of a spider web1 that covered the entrance of the cave 

when they were hiding there, preventing the Quraysh from entering or noticing them. Along with the 

pigeon that laid eggs near the cave, making it seem like no one had been there recently. 

3. Soraqa ibn Malik From Pursuit to Protection: 

A Bedouin traveler, unaware of the unfolding events, encountered the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم and his 

company on an unusual route to Medina. Upon reaching his destination, his friend, Soraqa Ibn Malik, 

welcomed him back. Unbeknownst to the Bedouin, there were nefarious intentions among evil Arab 

lords from Quraysh, who had offered a substantial reward of 100 camels for the capture or 

assassination of Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم. During a casual conversation with Soraqa, the Bedouin disclosed that 

he had observed three individuals traveling on a specific route. In response, Soraqa urgently advised 

him to maintain absolute silence regarding this sighting.  

Motivated by a sense of duty, Soraqa swiftly mounted his horse and headed towards the 

indicated location. There, he encountered the Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم, accompanied by Abu Bakr and 

their guide. However, as Soraqa closed in on them, an inexplicable occurrence transpired – his horse 

became ensnared in deep sand, and his hands were paralyzed, rendering him incapable of launching 

an arrow. Faced with this dire predicament, Soraqa implored the divine, vowing that if his horse were 

liberated, he would abandon the pursuit and deter others from chasing the Prophet. 

In an astonishing turn of events, Soraqa's horse miraculously broke free, seemingly in 

response to the Prophet's صلى الله عليه وسلم prayers. Despite this clear sign of divine intervention, Soraqa grappled 

with his insatiable greed for the promised 100 camels. He regrettably failed to uphold his initial 

promise and, once again, attempted to launch an attack on the Prophet. Yet, as before, his horse 

inexplicably hindered his efforts. Determined but unsuccessful, Soraqa made a third attempt, only to 

experience the same inexplicable setback. 

                                                 

1 Some scholars stated that the existence of the spider web and the pigeon is incorrect. They also stated that instead 

Allah protected his Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم by blinding the eyes of the pursuers when they looked inside the cave. 
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It was during this tumultuous series of events that the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم recognized Soraqa's 

relentless pursuit and the persistent allure of the 100 camels. In a gesture of remarkable compassion 

and foresight, the Prophet proposed a solemn promise: if Soraqa were to return without divulging the 

Prophet's whereabouts, he would be granted the legendary Bracelets of Kisra, the Persian emperor. 

This offer, initially met with incredulity, gained credibility in Soraqa's eyes due to the miraculous 

events he had witnessed and his growing conviction that Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم was under divine protection. 

Years later, during the caliphate of Umar bin Al-Khattab, Muslim forces triumphed over 

Persia and brought back treasures, including the fabled Bracelets of Kisra. Umar summoned Soraqa 

ibn Malik and bestowed upon him the priceless bracelets, thereby fulfilling the promise foretold by 

the Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم decades earlier. 

M. Why Were the Efforts to Kill the Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم Unsuccessful Before the 

Hijrah, and What Measures Were Taken Later to Facilitate His Assassination? 

The evil Arab lords in the Quraysh community had made several unsuccessful attempts to kill 

the Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم prior to the Hijrah, the momentous migration from Mecca to Medina. 

These efforts faced considerable obstacles and were foiled for the following reasons: 

1. Clan Protection: The Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم belonged to the Hashim clan, a subset of the 

larger Quraysh tribe residing in Mecca. Tribal norms and customs demanded the protection of 

one's own clan members. This sense of tribal honor and solidarity made it exceedingly 

challenging for anyone, including the Quraysh leaders, to harm or assassinate a member of 

their own tribe. Such actions would have provoked severe retaliation from the entire tribe. 

2. Family Support: The Prophet's uncle, Abu Talib, played a pivotal role in safeguarding him 

from harm. Abu Talib was a highly respected figure within Mecca, and his unwavering support 

shielded Muhammad from the relentless pressure and opposition of the Quraysh leaders. Abu 

Talib's stance underscored the family's commitment to protecting the Prophet. 

3. Political Considerations: Assassinating the Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم carried significant political 

risks. His clan, the Hashim clan, and their allies held a position of respect and influence in 

Mecca. Consequently, harming him could have triggered internal conflicts and upheaval within 

the city, an outcome the Quraysh leaders were eager to avoid. 

Despite their fervent efforts, these factors hindered the Quraysh leaders from executing their 

malevolent plans and eliminating the Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم prior to the Hijrah. As the opposition to the 
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Prophet and the burgeoning Muslim community intensified, the Quraysh leaders devised a new strategy 

to make his assassination feasible:  

1. Assassination Plan with Tribal Involvement: Recognizing the futility of directly harming the 

Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم due to the safeguards in place, the Quraysh leaders conceived a 

cunning plan. They decided to select a formidable and capable individual from each of the 

eleven major tribes in Mecca. These chosen individuals would collaboratively carry out the 

assassination of the Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم. This approach aimed to diffuse responsibility 

among various tribes, making it arduous for the Hashim clan to mount retaliation against all of 

them. 

2. Consideration of Blood Money: In addition to the scheme involving collective assassination, 

the Quraysh leaders contemplated another option: paying blood money (diyah) to the Hashim 

clan as compensation for the Prophet's death. This approach would not only eliminate the 

immediate threat posed by the Prophet but also provide a legal and financial resolution to the 

situation, reducing the likelihood of retaliatory conflict. 

These calculated strategies reflected the desperation of the Quraysh leaders to remove what they 

perceived as a growing threat posed by the Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم and the expanding Muslim 

community. Nevertheless, despite their meticulous planning, their endeavors did not culminate in 

success. The Prophet's migration to Medina (the Hijrah) marked a pivotal juncture in the history of Islam, 

allowing the Muslim community to flourish and prosper in a more hospitable environment. 

N. Failure to Plan is a Plan to Fail 

The phrase "failure to plan is a plan to fail" underscores the importance of careful and deliberate 

planning in achieving success or desired outcomes in various aspects of life, whether it's in personal 

goals, business ventures, projects, or any other endeavor. It suggests that when you don't take the time to 

plan and prepare adequately, you are essentially setting yourself up for failure or suboptimal results. The 

phrase also serves as a reminder that success rarely happens by chance. It emphasizes that taking the time 

to thoughtfully plan and prepare is a critical step in any endeavor and significantly increases your chances 

of reaching your desired outcomes while minimizing the risk of failure or setbacks. The phrase also 

implies the following: 

4. Planning as a Prerequisite: Planning is viewed as a necessary step before taking any action. It 

involves setting clear objectives, identifying potential obstacles, and developing a strategy to 
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overcome challenges. Without planning, you are essentially proceeding blindly, without a roadmap 

or direction. 

5. Anticipation of Challenges: Effective planning involves anticipating potential problems or hurdles 

that may arise during the execution of a task or project. By identifying these challenges in advance, 

you can develop contingency plans to address them, minimizing the impact on your progress. 

6. Resource Allocation: Planning also encompasses the allocation of resources, including time, money, 

manpower, and materials. Without proper planning, resources may be wasted or misused, leading to 

inefficiencies and increased costs. 

7. Goal Alignment: Planning ensures that your actions are aligned with your goals and objectives. It 

helps you clarify what you want to achieve and how you intend to get there. Without a plan, your 

efforts may be scattered or unfocused, leading to ineffective outcomes. 

8. Risk Mitigation: Planning allows for risk assessment and mitigation strategies. When you fail to 

plan, you are more susceptible to unexpected risks, and you may lack the means to address them 

effectively. 

9. Measurement and Evaluation: A well-structured plan often includes metrics and benchmarks to 

measure progress and success. Without planning, it becomes challenging to gauge your performance 

or make necessary adjustments along the way. 

10. Efficiency and Effectiveness: Planning increases the likelihood of achieving your goals efficiently 

and effectively. It provides a roadmap that helps you navigate the path to success with purpose and 

direction. 

 


